
ELIAS Animal Health, a clinical stage development company advancing novel treatments for cancer in companion animals, 
is changing the way cancer is fundamentally treated – one dog at a time. Over the course of two years, ELIAS has been 
focused on filling its regional clinical trials with canine patients diagnosed with osteosarcoma and lymphoma to determine 
the safety and efficacy of its innovative treatment. Participant recruitment at the University of Missouri and Kansas State 
University remained an ongoing barrier to the successful and timely management of their clinical trials. 

CASE STUDY 
A new leash on life

Advancing cancer therapeutics through PR
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If you would like additional information on qualifying for these studies, 
please complete and submit the form below:

To meet the need for safer and more effective treatments for canine cancer, ELIAS Animal Health 
is conducting a clinical trial of its cancer treatment (Canine-OST-1), an immunotherapy for canine osteosarcoma. 

This study is ongoing at the University of Missouri, College of Veterinary Medicine.
 

Another study is pending at Kansas State University, College of Veterinary Medicine. 
This study will be for patients with B cell lymphoma.

  
Additional trials for additional other cancer types are in development.

Clinical Trials. Initiated.

ELIAS Cancer Immunotherapy (ECI™) is significantly less toxic than traditional radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy. ECI could be used to treat every type of cancer, regardless of stage at diagnosis. 

ELIAS is taking cancer treatment to new heights.

Benefits. Expanded.

ELIAS Animal Health has developed a unique treatment protocol that vaccinates the dog with its own 
cancer cells to produce an immune response. Personalized T cells are then safely obtained from the 

patient through apheresis and then “super charged” to produce a large population of killer T cells that 
are reinfused into the patient to kill the cancer.

Two methods. Combined.

The complexity of cancer itself makes the development and delivery of effective treatments a 
steep challenge. Research has shown that ex vivo activated T cells have the machinery to 

effectively kill cancer cells, including cancer stem cells. ELIAS Cancer Immunotherapy utilizes 
adoptive cell therapy to deliver an army of activated T cells.

Killer T Cells. Activated.

Our approach is profoundly simple: Every canine patient is unique. Every cancer is unique. To ultimately win 
against this devastating killer, cancer therapy itself must also be unique. ELIAS Cancer Immunotherapy (ECI™) 

harnesses the power of the dog’s own immune system to eliminate the cancer.

Cancer Immunotherapy. Personalized. 

The reality is staggering. One in four dogs will develop cancer in their lifetime. Cancer is the leading cause of 
death in dogs over the age of two. It’s often discovered in late stages of the disease when treatment is difficult. 
Families of these pets are urgently looking for new and better options that not only prolong their companion’s  

life, but also improve quality of life. ELIAS Animal Health is elevating the hope of veterinarians and pet 
owners alike by changing the way cancer is fundamentally treated.

Hope. Elevated.

More Information



Osteosarcoma is  
the most common  
form of bone cancer 
found in dogs in the 
United States.

With the clinical trials underway, early results were showing promise for pet patients. One successful story was unfolding 
in ELIAS’ backyard, providing a strong local news hook. 

Dakota, a happy German shorthaired pointer, has been a loyal dog to her owner for the past eight years, but Dakota’s 
family almost lost her when she was diagnosed with osteosarcoma. Thanks to ELIAS autologous cancer immunotherapy 
treatment, Dakota got a new lease on life. Dakota’s story as a clinical trial star was just waiting to be told.

ELIAS turned to Stephens and Associates (S&A) to deploy a targeted public relations campaign to:

 ■  Generate awareness of the clinical trials to drive enrollment

 ■  Build understanding of its unique therapy

 ■  Pre-condition the marketplace for its novel cancer treatment protocol

Meet Dakota: The star of the show

Putting the spotlight on promising results
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More than 23 metro 
markets across the 
United States picked up 
the story about Dakota.

A tailored approach

A two-pronged media relations strategy was deployed to showcase clinical trial success with a personalized, local 
angle. Key elements included:

 ■  Tailored Outreach

Leveraging the agency’s relationships with local television news outlets, S&A approached local news 
personalities with deep personal connections to either cancer and/or dogs. 

The goal was to connect a local TV personality with Dakota and Dakota’s owners to give canine cancer patients 
and their families a voice. In turn, demonstrating to pet owners there is a new treatment providing hope for 
dogs facing a cancer diagnosis. 

The initial outreach was a tweet from Dakota’s owner to our target media contacts to add authenticity and 
increase the chances of getting noticed with the media outlet. A local reporter instantly connected with the 
story and saw a need to share it with her viewers.

 ■  Client Pre-Briefing

S&A worked closely with the ELIAS CEO and Dakota’s owner to prepare for the TV interview, which would take 
place in Dakota’s home in Kansas City. This involved a debriefing on the news outlet and reporter, message 
development, media training and mock interviews. The goal was to help interview participants maximize the 
opportunity through effective message delivery and prepare for any tough or unexpected questions.



ELIAS raises its profile

S&A’s strategic media relations approach successfully elevated Dakota’s story and ELIAS clinical trial awareness locally 
and on a national stage. The local TV station taped an interview at Dakota’s home with her owner and aired the story in its 
evening newscast.

The story was picked up by more than 23 TV news and radio stations across the United States and generated more than 
200 leads on Facebook and through ELIAS’s website. Immediately following the airing, ELIAS was inundated with inquiries 
and the trials were on their way to being filled.

And the best part of all – Dakota was 15-months post osteosarcoma diagnosis (at the time of the story airing) – a diagnosis 
that typically comes with a life expectancy of about 3 to 6 months (without chemotherapy/radiation). A win-win for all!

Brand strategy and 
launch powered by 
Stephens & Associates.
thebrandwhisperers.com
913-661-0910

More than 200  
leads were generated 
through Facebook and 
the ELIAS website.


